
Attention Comfort Floodplain Coalition Members, 
 
At 6:00 pm on Friday, January 8th, the CFC will be holding our first public meeting of the year at 626 Front Street in the 
Comfort VFW Hall.  Up to this point we have operated with the objective to educate the public and ourselves, ask 
questions and disseminate information.  We've worked to raise awareness of the issues, presented petitions and general 
appeals for relief to Kerr and Kendall County Courts.  We've worked to build relationships with the offices of the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, Comfort Water District, Soil and Water Conservation District and the Upper Guadalupe 
River Valley Authority, among others. 
 
Throughout this process, I have learned far more than I ever anticipated, which was just enough to realize how little I 
know.  One can never be fully prepared, so I anticipate this coming year to represent a shift in our approach to seeking 
relief and solutions to our water issues.  We plan on formulating near-term goals, and working to see them 
accomplished.  Nothing tangible will be accomplished without grants from agencies like the Texas Water Development 
Board, who during the 83rd Legislative Session committed over $173,000,000 to projects ensuring public health and 
supporting sustainable drinking water.  This means we need CFC members with experience writing grants, just in case 
the County needs a little push. 
 
The local political races are unusual this cycle in the number of candidates vying for local seats.  In the Republican 
primary, it appears as though there will be three candidates for the District 73 in the Texas House of Representatives 
and six candidates for Precinct Four Commissioner of Kendall County.  This presents an unusual opportunity to raise the 
awareness of flooding issues in our community among both the candidates and the citizens.  The CFC will work to 
engage each candidate, supplying their campaigns with a ‘position paper’ outlining the Coalition's ideas on how to deal 
with the flooding problem and soliciting their support.  To the extent possible, we will host forums for those candidates 
significantly interested in flooding and water issues.  Alternatively, CFC members may attend public events of those 
candidates’ unable to attend a CFC meeting further raising awareness of our issues.  
 
In this meeting, we'll be laying out identifiable goals and discussing the continued efforts to find relief from flooding, 
fallacious FEMA maps and the accompanying regulations.  I hope to receive input from CFC members to enumerate as 
many goals possible, from which we will generate a step by step map, hopefully leading to some real progress toward 
relief.  While you enjoy donuts and coffee, I’ll have some opinions and concerns to share, followed by our guest speaker 
Don Durden. 
 
We are pleased to be joined by civil engineer and Precinct 4 Commissioner candidate Don Durden for a public Q&A on 
what steps he will take, if elected, to tackle Comfort's issues with flooding, zoning and regulation.  With his formidable 
engineering background, Don has real-world knowledge and knows what we're up against, so make your voices heard 
and take this opportunity to get your questions answered.  Given his expertise, I recommend you write down a couple 
good ones so we get the most of his generosity. 
 
Let's kick off the new year with some donuts, coffee and community involvement.  I look forward to seeing everyone 
there, because you are the Comfort Floodplain Coalition.  I would really like to see our email list grow, so please invite 
your friends or send me email addresses of people who are interested and I’ll add them to the list. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emmanuel “Mani” Flatten 
Comfort Floodplain Coalition 
(830)995-3992 
www.comfortflood.org  
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=RfCSdfNZ0LFPrHSm0ublXdzhdrDFhtmHhN1u-gM,s8Ec12DXW994wwwRCTOiXVv3P3bbLXbMsN3TbswF3l453UVbITWOc0EIjsdG6ExoTGsuEj4MKCC5PREfEJkRoEKQP-V4w-PmFqSxXr9UHIx7yWGBKagL6iwfaqFvtskjlG0L00LCsta7gTx7a1hB9Wp-Y5M_p035APAuN6Tz8aggXRInsPmjdSwPR5pWCtxDVLRyjunYIRAiLAs17ErZn3uMsuLdZinP
https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=RfCSdfNZ0LFPrHSm0ublXdzhdrDFhtmHhN1u-gM,s8Ec12DXW994wwwRCTOiXVv3P3bbLXbMsN3TbswF3l453UVbITWOc0EIjsdG6ExoTGsuEj4MKCC5PREfEJkRoEKQP-V4w-PmFqSxXr9UHIx7yWGBKagL6iwfaqFvtskjlG0L00LCsta7gTx7a1hB9Wp-Y5M_p035APAuN6Tz8aggXRInsPmjdSwPR5pWCtxDVLRyjunYIRAiLAs17ErZn3uMsuLdZinP
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/administrative/doc/FY14-DWSRF-AnnualReport.pdf
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/administrative/doc/FY14-DWSRF-AnnualReport.pdf
http://www.comfortflood.org/

